I have found that if the nitrate of silver be applied early, it subdues local inflammation and irritation, if we employ, at the same time, the most efficient means for regulating the digestive organs.
At an early period of my practice, in slight cases of erysipelas, I used constitutional remedies alone, hoping that the inflammation would have been arrested; but having been so often disappointed, I now use both local and constitutional remedies simultaneously, and especially the nitrate of silver. Even in mild cases of erysipelas, in which I did not apply the nitrate of silver, I found* the disease very long in duration, and I observed that the patients had sometimes numerous small abscesses requiring the use of the lancet, which might have been prevented altogether by the early application of the nitrate of silver.
The objections I formerly entertained to the very early application of the nitrate of silver, were the pain and inconvenience attending the discoloration of the part on which it is applied, which remains for a week or more ; but these objections are trifling compared with the continued severity of the disease, if Case IV.?Mr J. S., aged 80 years, had slight febrile symptoms on the 11th of December 1843, which arose from exposure to cold. He had taken aperients and saline medicines. Two days afterwards there was a patch of erysipelatous inflammation on the right side of the face, without any considerable increase of fever.
The nitrate of silver was well applied on the inflamed part, and on the surrounding skin. There was no further extension of erysipelas.
It will be observed in the two last cases, when the nitrate of silver was promptly applied, before the erysipelas had produced severe constitutional symptoms, that the progress of the disease was instantly arrested, and that the patients speedily recovered.
In the case of Miss B , although the erysipelas at first was suffered to proceed, the application of the nitrate of silver to the whole scalp prevented any cerebral affection, and the patient was convalescent in a short time.
In the first case related, there were restlessness and delirium fifteen hours after the application of the nitrate of silver, but it was observed that the scalp where the nitrate of silver had not been applied was inflamed, and on the decided application of the nitrate of silver on the whole of the scalp, Nitrate 
